
 Born that man no more may die, 
 Born to raise the sons of earth, 
 Born to give them second birth. 
  Hark, the herald angels sing, 
  “Glory to the new born King!” 

 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788). Used with permission under 

OneLicense A-633160. All rights reserved  

The Blessing 

 
 God our Father, your Word has come among us 
 in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: may the light 
 of faith enlighten our hearts and shine in our 
 words and deeds;  through him who is Christ 
 the Lord; and the blessing … 
 

 Go in peace.  
 Proclaim the Word made flesh. 
 Glory, thanks and praise to God 
 
Organ voluntary 
 

Happy Christmas from us all 
and every blessing for the year ahead 

 

Donations  
 

During this difficult season, the PCC of 
Hook Parish welcomes all donations: 
into the baskets at the door, by  
contactless card giving, blue gift aid 
envelopes and through our website: 
https://www.tinyurl.com/
stjohndonation. Thank you so much! 
 
Liturgy from 
Common  

Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church 
of  England. ©  2000 The Archbishops Council. 
Church House Publishing. Prayer from ‘A Wee 
Worship Book’ © 1999. Wild Goose Publications. CCLI 7626 and 827213 
PCC of Hook is a Registered Charity no. 1183688  
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St John’s Church, Hook 
Christmas Eve  

Holy Communion 
     

   Welcome & Opening prayer 
 Grace, mercy and peace, 
 From God our Father,  
 and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  
 And also with you. 

  

Coming to God again 
 

Christ, the Light of the World, has come to dispel the  
darkness of our hearts. In his light let us examine  
ourselves and confess our sins: 
 
God our Father,  
you sent your Son, full of grace and truth: 
forgive our failure to receive him. 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Jesus our Saviour,  
you were born in poverty and laid in a manger:  
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
 
Spirit of love,  
your servant Mary responded to your call:  
forgive the hardness of our hearts. 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to 
himself, and cleanse you from all your sins that you may 
behold the glory of his Son, the Word made flesh,  
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Collect 
Eternal God, in the stillness of this night  
you sent your almighty Word to pierce the world’s darkness 
with the light of salvation: give to the earth the peace that 
we long for, and fill our hearts with the joy of heaven, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



Readings 
   Isaiah 52.7-10 and Hebrews 1.1-4 
 
The Gospel  
   John 1.1-14 
 
Reflection 
 
The Creed 
 
 We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord,  
 Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God,  
 Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father;  
 through him all things were made. 
 
 For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven,  
 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  
 and the Virgin Mary  
 and was made man. 
 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory  
 to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

 God our Father,  
 in this night you have made known to us 
 again the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:  
 confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him 
 until the day dawns and Christ  
 the Morning Star rises in our hearts. 
 To him be glory both now and for ever. 
 Amen. 
 

Final Carol 
 A recording of our St John’s Choir. 
 

1. Hark, the herald angels sing, 
 “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled: 
 Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
 Join the triumph of the skies, 
 With th’angelic host proclaim, 
 ‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’  
  Hark, the herald angels sing, 
  “Glory to the new born King!” 
 

2. Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
 Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
 Late in time behold him come, 
 Offspring of a virgin's womb! 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
 Hail, th’incarnate Deity! 
 Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
 Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
  Hark, the herald angels sing, 
  “Glory to the new born King!” 
 

3. Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
 Hail, the Son of Righteousness! 
 Light and life to all he brings, 
 Ris'n with healing in his wings; 
 Mild he lays his glory by, 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break the bread of life,  
and that life is the light of the world. 
 

 Jesus, Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sins of the world:  
 have mercy on us.  
 

 Jesus, Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sins of the world:  
 have mercy on us.  
 

 Jesus Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sins of the world:  
 grant us peace. 
 

Giving of Communion  
 

This is the table, not of the Church,  
but of the Lord. 
It is to be made ready for those who love him,  
and who want to love him more.  
 

So, come, you who have much faith,  
and you who have little; 
you who have been here often, 
and you who have not been for a long time; 
you who have tried to follow, 
and you who have failed. 
 

Come, not because it is I who invite you:  
it is our Lord.  
It is his will that those who want him  
should meet him here. 
 
Communion is shared & music played 
 

Communion will be brought to you. 
Wafers are in paper cases for you to help yourself. 
If you prefer no wine, please take a plain wafer. 
If you need gluten-free, these are on a coloured 
sheet. 
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 Who with the Father and the Son  
 is worshipped and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the  prophets.  
 

 We believe in one holy catholic  
 and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism  
 for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Our organist will play music in the background 
 

 When the leader says: ‘Holy God’ 
 Please respond: hear our prayer 
 
The Peace 
 

This holy night the angels sang,  
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
and on earth peace to all in whom he delights.’  
The peace of the Lord be always with you  
 and also with you.  
 
Preparation of the Table & Eucharistic Prayer  
 

The Lord is here. 
 His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy 
at all times and in all places 
to give you thanks and praise, 
Holy Father, heavenly King, 
Almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
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And now we give you thanks 
because in the incarnation of the Word,  
a new light has dawned upon the world; 
you have become one with us 
that we might become one with you  
in your glorious kingdom.  
Therefore with all the angels of heaven  
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name  
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 
 Heaven and earth  
 are full or your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father,  
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your  
Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be to us 
his body and his blood. 
 

Who in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
He broke it and gave it to his  
disciples, saying: 
Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way after supper, 
he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me.  
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself  
made once for all upon the cross;  
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we proclaim his mighty resurrection  
and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.  
 

Great is the mystery of faith:  
 Christ has died: 
 Christ is risen:  
 Christ will come again. 
 

Accept through him, our great high priest  
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,  
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit,  
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son,  
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Through him, and with him, and in him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,  
we worship you , Father Almighty,  
in songs of everlasting praise. 
All honour and glory be yours,  
O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,   
 your kingdom come, your will be done,  
 on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Lead us not into temptation  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
 Amen. 
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